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TURKEY'S  1956  TOBXCCO  CROP 
ABOUT  THE  SAME  AS  1955 

Preliminary  estimates  of  Turkey's  195&  tobacco  acreage  is  forecast 
at  380,530  acres,  or  about  the  same  as  in  1955«    No  estimates  are  available 
for  the  1956  harvest,  but  production  is  expected  to  approximate  the  1955 
harvest  of  257  million  paunds. 

Tobacco  acreage  this  year  shows  a  slight  decline  in  the  Aegean  area, 
but  increases  are  predicted  for  the  Marmara  Sea,  Black  Sea  and  Eastern 
Regions* 

UNFAVORABLE  WEATHER  HAMPERS 
TOBACCO  PLANTING  IN  BRAZIL 

Unfavorable  weather  conditions  through  June  in  the  State  of  Bahia, 
Brazil  are  reported  to  have  hampered  the  transplanting  and  growth  of  cigar 
tobaccos.    Transplanting  in  this  area  is  normally  done  in  May  and  June. 
Since  June  the  weather  has  been  more  favorable,  but  tobacco  transplanting 
could  not  progress  on  a  large  scale  because  of  lack  of  seedlings.  However, 
growers  are  expected  to  replant  sometime  in  August. 

TOBACCO  EXPORTS  LOWER  FROM 
FEDERATION  OF  RHODESIA  AND  NYASALAND 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  the  Federation  (the  Rhodesias 
and  Nyasaland)  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956  totaled  6.2  million  pounds, 
1.2  million  pounds  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1955*  Shipments 
of  flue-cured  accounted  for  about  three-fourths  of  the  total  and  dark  fire- 
cured  for  most  of  the  remainder.    Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdo,,  Australia, 
Egypt  and  France  accounted  for  most  of  the  decline,  while  Hong  Kong,  Belgium, 
Denmark,  and  Indonesia  stepped-up  their  takings  of  Federation  leaf. 
Currently,  according  to  foreign  trade  sources,  the  Rhodesian  Trade  Mission 
has  been  successful  in  selling  about  500,000  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco  to 
Hong  Kong. 

BOLIVIAN  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
CONTINUES  DOWNWARD 

Bolivia's  1955  cigarette  output  continued  the  downward  trend  begun  in 
1950.    Output  of  cigarettes  during  1955  totaled  355  million  pieces  as  compared 
with  J+30  million  in  195^«    Also,  the  1955  cigarette  output  was  about  33  per- 
cent below  the  1950  record  high  production  of  531  million  pieces. 

The  decline  in  cigarette  output  in  Bolivia  is  partly  due  to  the  rapid 
rise  in  cost  of  living  caused  by  inflation.    Average  retail  prices  of 
cigarettes  during  1955  were  equivalent  to  about  kl.O  U.S.  cents  per  pack 
of  20,  at  the  official  rates  of  exchange,  in  contrast  to  about  8.6  U.S. 
cents  in  1950. 
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TURKEY  SHIPS  TOBACCO 
TO  RUMANIA 

According  to  information  contained  in  Die  Tabak-Zeitung  (Tobacco 
Gazette -Mainz)  of  June  22,  the  Turkish  Government  has  permitted  tobacco 
exports  to  Rumania  for  the  first  time  since  World  War  II.    About  73 > 000 
pounds  of  Turkish  tobacco  has  been  shipped  to  Rumania.    The  Rumanians 
have  expressed  a  keen  desire  to  purchase  additional  quantities  of  Turkish 
tobacco. 


GREECE  SHIPS  MORE  TOBACCO 
TO  COMMUNIST  CHINA 

According  to  information  contained  in  Die  Tabak-Zeitung  (Tobacco 
Gazette -Mainz)  of  June  22}  the  Communist  Chinese  delegation  has  placed 
an  order  for  882,000  pounds  of  tobacco  from  Greece.  Reportedly,  about 
290,000  pounds  has  been  shipped  to  Communist  China.  The  above  sale  is 
apparently  in  addition  to  the  consignment  of  ^09,000  pounds  reportedly 
shipped  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956. 


LARD  USE  IN  GERMANY  INCREASED 
SHARPLY  IN  1955 

After  declining  sharply  for  several  years,  consumption  of  lard  and 
fat  back  in  Western  Germany  increased  sharply  during  1955*  This  was  due 
mainly  to  increased  imports  of  United  States  lard  which  were  the  largest 
since  1952. 

Total  food  fat  consumption  in  the  Federal  Republic  during  1955  is 
reported  to  have  been  1.5*+  million  metric  tons,  or  5*3  percent  greater 
than  a  year  earlier.    Consumption  per  person  increased  1+.3  percent,  or 
from  62  to  65  pounds.    Consumption  of  lard  and  fat  back  increased  from 
13.1  pounds  to  1U.9  pounds  per  person.    Use  of  lard  and  fat  back  accounted 
for  23  percent  of  the  total  use  of  food  fats  and  oils  in  1955 • 


Margarine  production  and  consumption  continued  to  increase  during 
1955;  hut  the  gain  in  per  capita  consumption  was  only  1  pound.  Pro- 
duction of  the  better  types  of  margarine  for  table  spreads  increased 
but  production  of  the  lower  qualities  of  margarine,  used  largely  as 
cooking  fats,  fell  off.    The  lower  quality  margarines  more  directly 
complete  with  lard  in  the  German  market  than  most  other  fats. 
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Per  Capita  Consumption  of  Food  Fats 
in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  195^-55 


Item 


Consumption 


195^ 


1955 


As  percent  of  total 


195^ 


1955 


•  pounds 

Butter  :  15-3 

Lard  and  fat  back  :  13. 1 

Tallow  :  ,5 

Margarine  :  26 . 1 

Other  edible  fats  l/  :  3,3 

Other  edible  oils  l/  ; 


pounds 

15.2 

11+.9 
.k 

27.1 
3.1 

_iu3_ 


Total  :     62.  k 


2k.k 

20.9 
•  7 
k2.0 

5.3 
_6JL 


65.0 


100.0 


23.3 
23.0 
.6 
ia. 7 

6.6 


100.0 


l/  Includes  such  fats  used  in  the  manufacture  of  processed  foods, 


SMALLER  HOG  SLAUGHTER 
EXPECTED  IN  CANADA 

Hog  marketings  in  Canada  for  July- September  are  expected  to  total  8 
percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  according  to  the  regular  quarterly  fore- 
cast by  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture.    On  June  1  there  were  6\ 
percent  fewer  hogs  on  farms  than  during  the  previous  year. 

Declining  hog  prices  in  the  fall  of  1955  resulted  in  an  11 -percent 
smaller  spring  pig  crop  this  year  than  last.  The  1956  fall  pig  crop  is 
expected  to  be  about  7  percent  less  than  in  1955* 

Canadian  and  United  States  hog  production  has  declined  concurrently. 
Under  normal  conditions,  this  would  reflect  an  upward  trend  in  prices. 
Prices  in  the  two  countries  probably  will  continue  in  close  adjustment. 

Pork  exports  from  Canada  to  the  United  States  are  not  likely  to  in- 
crease and  supplies  of  pork  for  export  to  other  countries  will  continue 
to  be  small.    Pork  exports  to  the  United  States  in  the  first  6  months 
of  1956  totaled  29.6  million  pounds  compared  with  3^-.^  million  a  year 
earlier. 

There  has  been  little  movement  of  United  States  pork  to  Canada  as 
the  Canadian  Government  since  August  1952  has  banned  most  uncooked 
products  because  of  the  hog  disease,  vesicular  exanthema.  Although 
there  are  presently  no  cases  of  the  disease  in  the  United  States, 
the  embargo  continues. 
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The  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  expects  hog  marketings  in 
October -December  1956  to  fall  6  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    This  change 
will  follow  the  11  percent  decrease  in  the  1956  spring  pig  crop.    An  H 
percent  decline  in  marketings  during  the  period  January-June  19^7  is  fore- 
seen as  the  remainder  of  this  years  spring  pigs  and  the  prospective  smaller 
1956  fall  crop  are  marketed. 

Inspected  hog  slaughter  in  Canada  in  the  first  half  of  1956  totaled 
slightly  more  than  3  million  head  and  was  8  percent  greater  than  a  year 
earlier. 


NEW  ZEALAND  SETS  NEW 

SUPPORT  PRICES  ON  MEAT  FOR  EXPORT 

Minimum  (support)  prices  for  meat  for  export  from  New  Zealand  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1957  will  be  the  same  as  in  the  current 
year  according  to  an  announcement  of  the  Meat  Export  Prices  Committee. 
Small  deficiency  payments  were  made  this  year  on  chilled  beef ,  but  export 
prices  generally  were  at  least  as  high  as  the  support  prices.  Deficiency 
payments  are  paid  to  producers  through  the  Meat  Board  when  prices  of  each 
class  or  grade  of  meat  in  the  open  market  falls  below  the  minimum  or 
support  level. 


Specific  minimums  for  different  grades  and  weights  of  carcasses  and 
wholesale  cuts  from  the  basis  for  the  deficiency  payments.    The  minimum 
prices  for  chilled  beef  carcasses  are  13-l/8d  per  pound  (15  U.S.  cents); 
frozen  steer  and  heifer  beef,  good  average  quality ,  under  800  pounds } 
9-3/Ud  per  pound  (ll  cents);  and  boneless  cow  beef  10-l/2d  (12  cents). 

The  support  price  for  the  best  lightweight  lamb  carcasses  is  15-l/2d 
per  pound  (l8  U.S.  cents).    The  guarantee  for  ewe  mutton  carcasses  is 
U-3/^-d  per  pound  (5«5  cents). 


KENYA  PLANS  TO  INCREASE 
MEAT  PRODUCTION 

Recent  studies  made  by  production  and  marketing  specialists  in  Kenya 
predict  a  big  future  for  the  meat  industry  to  satisfy  the  growing  domestic 
demand,  and  to  export  substantial  surpluses  to  world  markets.    The  new 
proposed  rotational  system  of  crop  cultivation  and  grazing  will  contribute 
greatly  to  such  an  increased  livestock  production.    However,  the  cost  of 
fencing  and  improvement  of  pastures  is  a  big  factor  to  consider. 
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JAMAICA  LIFTS  EMBARGO  ON 
U.  S.  PORK  PRODUCTS 

United  States  exporters  may  now  ship  pickled  pork  products  to  Jamaica, 
according  to  a  published  announcement  July-  13 .    On  April  1,  195^->  'the 
Jamaican  Department  of  Agriculture  placed  an  embargo  on  the  shipment  of 
United  States  pork  and  pork  products  into  the  British  West  Indies  assertedly 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  hog  diseases. 

For  many  years  Jamaica  has  been  a  minor  outlet  for  United  States  meat 
products.    Exports  of  meat  products  from  the  United  States  to  that  country 
during  1953  totaled  1.2  million  pounds ,  including  1.1  million  pounds  of 
pork  and  sausage.    The  principal  items  shipped  were  pickled,  cured  and 
salted  products  other  than  ham  and  bacon.    During  1955  total  meat  exports 
to  Jamaica  totaled  l,h  million  pounds,  of  which  only  106,000  pounds  were 
pork  and  sausage. 

United  States  exports  of  beef  to  Jamaica  have  increased  sharply  from 
61,000  pounds  in  1953  to  1,215,000  in  1955.    The  increase  in  this  trade 
reflects  the  more  liberal  import  policy  on  the  part  of  the  colony  and  the 
greater  demand  for  meat  due  to  increased  purchasing  power.    Recent  importa- 
tions of  pickled  pork  from  Canada  and  other  sources  have  entered  the  country 
at  lower  prices  than  these  products  could  be  secured  in  the  United  States. 
The  exports  from  the  United  States  are  mostly  cured  and  pickled  beef. 

Applications  for  import  permits  should  be  directed  to  the  Director  of 
Agriculture  at  Kingston. 


United  States  Exports  of  Meat  Products  to  Jamaica,  1953-55 


Items 

:  1953 

• 

195^ 

1955 

:  1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb.  ■ 

1,000  lb. 

• 

:  796 

1,215 

1,103 

:  17 

:  33 

6 

:  2 

5 

7 

6 

:        1+7  ' 

73 

:        15  : 

22 

6 

39 

• 

1,185 

883 

;  1,387 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  VARIETY  MEATS 
NEARLY  DOUBLE 

Variety  meat  exports  from  U.  S.  in  the  first  6  months  of  1956  are 
nearly  double  those  of  a  similar  period  in  1955»    During  the  first  half 
of  1956  more  than  50  million  pounds  of  variety  meat  was  exported  as  com- 
pared with  28  million  in  195 5 •    The  value  of  the  exports  for  the  first 
5  months  of  each  period  were  8  and  h  million  dollars,  respectively. 
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The  high  quality  and  competitive  position  of  United  States  variety 
meat  in  the  International  Market  has  been  the  contributing  factor  in 
increasing  exports.    With  United  States  variety  meat  gaining  better 
acceptance  in  foreign  markets  together  with  possible  sales  under  Public 
Law  kQO  it  can  be  assumed  the  upward  trend  will  continue  through  1956 
and  into  the  immediate  years  ahead. 


ARGENTINA  BECOMES  EXPORTER 
OF  OLIVE  OIL 

A  carryover  of  more  than  3,000  tons  of  olive  oil  from  the  record 
1955  olive  crop  and  the  satisfactory  seed  oil  outlook  for  this  year 
have  prompted  the  Argentine  Government  to  allow  exports  of  olive  oil* 
Argentina  traditionally  has  been  an  importer  of  olive  oil  from  the 
Mediterranean . 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  marketing  year- -which  starts  May  1-- 
an  export  quota  of  ^,000  metric  tons  was  set,  but  this  ceiling  was  sub- 
sequently lifted  in  favor  of  a  system  permitting  free  exports  "according 
to  available  supplies."    Argentine  sources  state  that  the  principal  export 
destination  is  the  United  States,     (it  is  believed  that  there  have  been 
arrivals  of  Argentine  olive  oil  at  United  States  ports  in  June  and  July, 
though  official  United  States  import  data  are  not  yet  available  for  these 
months.    There  were  no  imports  from  Argentina  January  through  May.) 

The  official  estimate  of  the  1955  olive  crop  was  an  all-time  high  of 
62,000  short  tons,  compared  with  27,200  tons  in  195k,  38,600  tons  in  1953 
and  23,500  tons  in  1952.    Official  figures  on  the  quantity  of  oil  crushed 
from  these  olives  are  reportedly  not  available.    Calculating  at  the  rate 
of  an  18  percent  oil  yield  from  two-thirds  of  the  crop,  1955  olive  oil 
production  can  be  estimated  at  about  7,500  short  tons. 

With  the  1956  crush  estimated  at  5,500  tons  of  oil  by  the  trade, 
total  supplies  for  the  1956-57  marketing  year,  including  the  carryover  of 
3,300  tons,  add  up  to  nearly  9,000  tons.    Since  1957  is  expected  to  be  a 
high  year  in  the  two-year  production  cycle,  Argentina  may  continue  to 
export  olive  oil  through  the  next  marketing  year. 

The  price  of  olive  oil  on  July  23,  delivered  to  Buenos  Aires  ware- 
house, averaged  20  pesos  per  kilo  for  the  various  qualities  offered.  At 
the  official  export  exchange  rate  of  18  pesos  per  dollar  for  olive  oil, 
this  would  amount  to  about  50  cents  per  pound  or  about  $1,100  per  metric 
ton.    United  States  importers  are  apparently  paying  considerably  less 
than  this,  since  the  landed  price  of  Argentine  oil  recently  imported  is 
reportedly  in  line  with  current  Spanish  quotations  of  around  $800  per 
metric  ton.     (At  the  "free"  rate,  often  more  indicative  of  local  purchas- 
ing power,  it  is  equivalent  to  about  29  cents  per  pound.) 
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CALIFORNIA.  POTATOES  ARRIVE  IN 
NEW  ZEALAND  IN  GOOD  CONDITION 


Approximately  1,000  tons  of  Kern  County  White  Rose 
potatoes  arrived  in  New  Zealand  in  good  condition.    The  po- 
tatoes were  shipped  under  refrigeration.    There  was  very 
little  decay,  but  some  browning  of  the  skinned  surfaces . 
The  100-pound  burlap  sacks  were  satisfactory,  but  should 
have  been  double -sewn.    A  cardboard  liner  in  the  top  of  the 
bags  would  have  prevented  the  small  amount  of  greening  that 
occurred.    The  potatoes  were  well  received  by  consumers  in 
New  Zealand. 


VENEZUELA  WILL  IMPORT 
TABLE  POTATOES 


In  mid-July,  potato  stocks  in  Venezuela  amounted  to  about 
295>000  cwt.  which  should  fill  requirements  until  September  1. 
However,  some  of  these  potatoes  are  sprouting  and  may  not 
reach  the  market. 


A  new  crop  of  rainy  season  potatoes  will  be  available 
about  September  1.    This  crop  is  expected  to  amount  to  about 
175*000  cwt.  but  potatoes  grown  during  this  season  are  subject 
to  wide  variations  in  yield. 

Imports  may  range  from  330,000  to  M+0,000  cwt.  and  should 
start  either  in  October  or  November  depending  on  the  summer 
crop.    Imports  are  generally  terminated  about  the  end  of 
January. 


SOUTH  AFRICA  TO  INCREASE  FLEET 
OF  REFRIGERATED  SHIPS 

1 

In  order  to  provide  space  for  increased  tonnages  of 
fresh  fruit  exports  from  South  Africa,  the  Union-Castle  Line 
has  placed  orders  for  two  fully  refrigerated  vessels  to  be 
delivered  in  1959-60. 
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MALAYAN  EXPORTS  OF  PALM  OIL  UP 
IN  FIRST  QUARTER]  KERNELS  DOWN 

Malayan  exports  of  palm  oil  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956  totaled 
approximately  15,360  short  tons,  an  increase  of  about  7  percent  from  the  same 
period  last  year.    These  exports  went  almost  entirely  to  Commonwealth  countries 
with  the  United  Kingdom  the  principal  "buyer.    Malaya  also  imported  small 
quantities  of  palm  oil  from  Indonesia  and  the  United  Kingdom. 


MALAYA:    Palm  oil  and  palm  kernel  exports,  average  1935-39, 
annual  1955;  and  January-March  1955-56 

(Short  tons) 


Palm 

oil 

Palm  kernels 

Country 

[Average] 
U935-39. 

1955  1 

y  ; 

January-March ' 

Average' 
1935-39; 

1955  i 
1/ 

January-March 

1955  : 

1956  : 

1955 

1956 

:  9,599: 

6,64l: 

1,577: 

3,508: 

226: 
1,410: 

112 
2,946' 

:  112 

Western  Germany. . 

:  398" 

:  3t  u: 

2/  2^044 

•2/  530 

:  - 

:  908: 

5,330: 

-  1,036 

•  3,811 

Netherlands  

:  1,304 

4,821 

i  683 

:  2,620 

United  Kingdom. . . 

:  23,270 

:  49, 026' 

11,712' 

7,934' 

:  2,115 

:  3,371 

:  1,574 

.  373 

Other  countries.. 

:  13,583 

:  271 

:  57 

107 

'  3,077 

.3/  303 

!3/  302 

\  28 

:  47,360 

: 61,268 

:l4,382  15,360 

:  8,132 

'  13,597 

!  3,487 

:  3,133 

1/  Preliminary.     2/  Includes  shipments  to  Corsica.     3/  All  to  Greece! 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Palm  kernel  exports  were  down  slightly  during  the  first  quarter,  largely 
because  of  a  decrease  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom.    On  the  other  hand, 
the  Netherlands,  which  has  been  increasing  its  purchases  of  palm  kernels,  took 
almost  85  percent  of  total  Malayan  exports  during  the  first  quarter. 
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NORWEGIAN  FARMERS  ASK 
RISE  IN  MILK  PRICE 

The  Norwegian  Farmers'  Union  and  the  Norwegian  Smallholders'  Associa- 
tion have  requested  the  Ministry  of  Price  and  Wages  for  an  upward  adjust- 
ment of  prices  of  milk  and  dairy  products.    Milk  and  dairy  prices  are  set 
by  fiat  and  have  remained    unchanged  since  July  195^  •    The  request  has 
been  referred  by  the  Ministry  to  a  Revision  Committee  for  study. 

The  farmers'  request  is  attributed  to  the  current  negotiations  on 
increases  in  the  pay  scale  of  workers.    Under  an  agricultural  price 
agreement  effected  between  the  two  farm  organizations  and  the  government, 
farmers  are  entitled  to  price  increase  if  the  average  pay  increase  of 
workers  exceeds  2.8  cents  per  hour.    A  spokesman  for  the  labor  organiza- 
tion has  pointed  out  in  newspaper  articles  in  Oslo  newspapers  that,  since 
wage  negotiations  are  still  being  conducted,  the  request  by  the  farmers 
is  not  only  untimely  but  may  have  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  wage  contract 
terms . 

Virtually  all  milk  marketing  is  handled  by  the  Federation  of 
Norwegian  Milk  Producers.    Through  its  clearing  system  and  the  Govern- 
ment's subsidies,  an  effort  is  made  to  equalize  the  prices  to  producers, 
regardless  of  utilization  of  milk  and  location  of  the  farm  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  May  28,  1956).    The  average  price  paid  to  farmers  for 
milk  delivered  during  the  1955-56  marketing  year  was  approximately  $3*^0 
I    per  cwt. 

OUTPUT  OF  CANADIAN  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 
RUNNING  UNDER  LAST  YEAR 

With  the  exception  of  canned  milk,  the  output  of  Canadian  dairy 
products  during  the  first  6  months  of  1956  was  slightly  below  the  same 
period  last  year,  as  a  result  of  lowered  milk  production  due  to  poor 
pasture  growth  during  the  cool  spring  season. 

Creamery  butter  production  during  the  period  totaled  I36.8  million 
pounds,  3*6  percent  below  the  first  6  month's  output  in  1955*  Butter 
stocks  on  July  1  were  89. 7  million  pounds,  or  about  1  percent  below 
July  1,  1955*    Domestic  consumption,  on  the  other  hand,  was  3»2  percent 
over  the  same  period  last  year,  and  totaled  IU5.6  million  pounds,  prevent- 
ing the  usual  seasonal  increase  in  stocks. 

Cheddar  cheese  production  during  the  first  half  of  1956  totaled  32.3 
million  pounds,  k  percent  below  last  year's  semiannual  total.    July  1 
stocks  of  32.^  million  pounds  were  almost  5  million  pounds  below  the 
same  date  last  year. 

The  output  of  dry  whole  milk  and  processed  cheese  was  reportedly 
under  last  year's,  while  an  increase  for  the  6  months  was  registered 
in  the  production  of  evaporated  and  condensed  milk. 
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BRITAIN  BETTERS  POSITION 
AS  CANNED  MILK  EXPORTER 

The  Farmers'  Weekly,  a  British  agricultural  publication,  in  its  issue 
of  July  13,  1956,  claims  that  Britain  became, 'in  1955,  the  third  largest 
exporter  of  condensed  and  evaporated  milk  products  in  1955*    Stating  that 
Denmark's  exports  for  1955  are  not  yet  known,  the  magazine  article  indi- 
cates that  Britain's  1955  exports  jumped  78  percent  over  1955  it  is  certain 
that  Britain's  exports  of  condensed  and  evaporated  milk  products  are  now 
greater  than  Denmark. 

A  circular  on  international  trade,  issued  as  Foreign  Agricultural 
Circular  FD  8-56,  July  23,  1956,  carries  trade  data  confirming  the  claim 
of  the  British.    In  195^,  Denmark  was  the  third  largest  exporter  of 
canned  milk  products,  with  a  total  export  trade  of  6l  million  pounds, 
while  the  United  Kingdom  ranked  fourth  with  52  million  pounds.    In  1955, 
however,  Denmark's  exports  totaled  only  62  million  pounds,  while  those  of 
the  United  Kingdom  jumped  to  92  million  pounds.    The  Netherlands,  with 
export  sales  of        million  pounds,  again  was  the  trade  leader  in  1955 
while  the  United  States,  with  exports  of  163  million  pounds,  retained  its 
second  position. 

During  the  first  3  months  of  1956,  exports  of  condensed  milks  from 
the  United  Kingdom  showed  a  substantial  decline,  dropping  from  25.6  million 
pounds  to  18.1  million  pounds.    About  ^.7  million  pounds  of  thiss  loss  was 
in  the  skimmed  milk  varieties.    In  April,  however,  export  shipments  of 
condensed  milks  increased.    Shipments  in  April  1956  amounted  to  8.1 
million  pounds,  compared  with  6.6  million  pounds  in  the  same  month  in 
the  same  month  in  195^ • 

With  milk  production  in  1956  running  considerably  ahead  of  1955  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  increased  export  position  of  the  U.  K.  is 
pleasing  to  the  dairy  industry.    The  Farmers'  Weekly  quotes  a  manu- 
facturer of  milk  products,  who,  in  commenting  on  the  fact  that  Britain 
had  become  a  net  exporter  of  condensed  milks  whereas  a  few  years  pre- 
viously it  was  a  net  importer,  stated,     "Such  an  increase,  within  a  very 
short  time,  suggests  some  good  prospects  in  this  market." 


SECOND  INTERNATIONAL  COCOMJT  CONFERENCE 
TO  BE  HELD  IN  CEYLON  IN  FEBRUARY  1957 

A  second  International  Coconut  Conference  has  been  called  by  the 
Ceylon  Coconut  Board  for  February  25  in  Ceylon,  according  to  a  press 
release  published  in  Colombo  on  July  3. 

According  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Coconut  Board,  India,  Indonesia, 
Malaya,  the  Pacific  Islands,  Pakistan,  the  Philippines,  the  Seychelles, 
and  Singapore  will  be  represented.    This  would  be  double  the  number  of 
countries  which  attended  the  first  Conference  which  was  held  in  Manila  in 
August  1955.    Several  importing  countries  (not  including  the  United  States) 
also  reportedly  have  been  invited  to  send  observers. 
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The  Conference  is  to  be  held  in  2  sessions.    The  first, 
or  scientific  session,  will  be  held  at  Bandirippuwa,  head- 
quarters of  the  Ceylon  Coconut  Research  Institute,  beginning 
February  25.    This  will  be  followed  by  the  plenary  session 
in  Colombo  on  February  28. 

Among  the  questions  to  be  discussed  at  the  conference,  it 
is  said,  are  the  standardization  of  quality  of  copra  and  other 
coconut  products,  and  the  milling  and  processing  situation  in 
the  principal  importing  countries,  in  view  of  a  report  recently 
submitted  by  a  Ceylon  trade  delegation  to  Europe.    Mr.  C.  H.  Z. 
Fernando,  Chairman  of  the  Ceylon  Coconut  Board,  who  is  to  be 
Chairman  of  the  conference,  has  reportedly  been  requested  to 
present,  on  behalf  of  the  Ceylon  delegation,  a  special  reso- 
lution concerning  freight  rates. 


SMALL  MEAT  PRODUCTION  IN  NORWAY 
INCREASES  IMPORT  REQUIREMENTS 

Indications  point  to  a  small  slaughter  of  cattle  in 
Norway  this  fall  which  may  result  in  a  shortage  of  meat. 
The  current  favorable  outlook  for  feed  crops  may  encourage 
farmers  to  rebuild  cattle  herds.    Last  year  there  was  a 
sharp  reduction  in  cattle  numbers  because  of  drought.  The 
shortage  of  meat  may  require  greater  imports  and  the  United 
States  could  become  a  source  of  supply.    In  the  past  few 
years  Norway  has  closely  controlled  its  imports  and  has 
been  a  net  exporter  of  meats. 


The  expected  drop  in  cattle  slaughter  this  fall  may 
occur  at  a  time  when  hog  slaughter  will  be  relatively  low. 
During  the  first  5  months  of  1956  there  was  a  kO  percent 
increase  in  slaughter  of  breeding  hogs  over  the  same  period 
a  year  earlier.    The  reduction  in  breeding  hog  numbers  will 
be  reflected  in  smaller  marketings  at  a  later  date. 


The  meat  surplus  of  last  winter  was  marked  by  efforts 
to  find  export  markets  even  at  prices  considerably  below  the 
domestic  level.    However,  the  stocks  that  had  been  accumulated 
during  the  drought  will  soon  be  exhausted. 
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NICARAGUA  ACTS  TO  MAKE  ITS 
COTTON  COMPETITIVE 

The  Nicaraguan  Government  has  placed  in  effect  several  measures  and 
is  proposing  others  to  maintain  the  competitive  position  of  Nicaraguan 
cotton  in  world  markets.    Loans  to  Nicaraguan  cotton  growers  to  finance 
the  1956-57  cotton  crop  will  he  made  availahle  hy  the  National  Bank  at 
k  percent  instead  of  6  percent  as  heretofore ,  the  borrowers  continuing 
to  pay  1  percent  commission  to  the  Bank.    In  addition,  the  due  dates  on 
National  Bank  loans  to  growers  for  financing  the  1955-56  cotton  crop  have 
been  extended  for  one  year  for  those  unable  to  repay  the  loans.  Import 
duties  on  fertilizer  and  insecticides  have  already  been  removed. 

Other  aids  to  cotton  growers ,  promised  by  the  President  but  not  yet 
implemented  include:     (l)  a  type  of  continuing  National  Bank  mortgage  which 
growers  will  not  have  to  renegotiate  each  year;  (2)  loans  for  the  purchase 
of  fertilizer  (equivalent  to  about  $11.50  per  acre)  and  loans  for  contour 
plowing  (3 -year  loans  in  an  amount  equivalent  to  $6.71  per  acre);  (3)  pro- 
vision for  a  soil  testing  laboratory;  (k)  an  effort  to  reduce  the  charges 
for  ginning,  for  handling  cotton  and  cottonseed  in  ports,  and  for  dusting 
operations;  (5)  removal  of  customs  duties  on  bags,  bagging  and  binder 
twine  entering  or  leaving  the  country  on  cotton  or  cotton  seed;  (6)  an 
exchange  rate  of    C$6. 80  for  exported  cotton  in  place  of  the  current  rate 
of    C$6.60  per  U.  S.  dollar;  (7)  a  government  guaranteed  price  if  con- 
sidered necessary;  and  (8)  a  possible  revision  in  taxes  so  that  the  basis 
of  taxation  will  be  the  area  in  cotton  rather  than  cotton  production  (as 
at  present).    The  latter  action  apparently  would  encourage  efforts  to 
increase  yields  per  acre. 


MEXICAN  COTTON  USED  IN  TRADE  BETWEEN 
JAPAN  AND  FRANCE 

Approximately  $2.6  million  worth  of  Mexican  raw  cotton,  about  15 
thousand  bales,  will  be  shipped  to  France  by  a  Japanese  firm,  under  the 
terms  of  a  transaction  recently  approved  by  the  Japanese  and  French 
Governments.    After  details  of  the  switch  trade  are  decided,  the  Japanese 
firm  will  conclude  a  contract  with  a  French  importer.    Although  it  is  not 
yet  known  what  Japan  will  ship  to  Mexico  as  part  of  the  trade,  cotton 
textile  equipment  is  reported  to  be  a  strong  possibility. 

The  Japanese  and  French  Governments  both  favor  this  trade  arrange- 
ment which  will  avoid  the  necessity  for  transfer  of  dollars  or  sterling 
in  payments  by  either  country.    Japan's  open-account  obligations  to 
France  total  more  than  $8  million  at  present,  and  a  trade  of  this  type 
will  permit  Japan  to  discharge  those  obligations  without  the  use  of 
dollar  exchange.    By  means  of  such  a  trade  France  will  also  be  able  to 
save  dollar  exchange  which  it  has  heretofore  had  to  use  in  payment  for 
raw  cotton  imported  from  Mexico. 
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PORTUGAL'S  COTTON  TEXTILE  INDUSTRY 
AIDED  BY  NEW  DUTY  LAW 


The  Portuguese  Government  promulgated  a  decree -law  on  July  20,  1956, 
reducing  or  eliminating  applicable  import  duties  on  imported  raw  materials 
used  in  the  manufacture  in  Portugal  of  products  subsequently  exported.  In 
addition,  the  new  measure  exempts  such  manufactured  goods  from  export 
duties.    The  products  involved  in  the  new  regulation  have  not  yet  been 
specified,  but  the  cotton  textile  industry  is  reported  to  be  among  the 
principal  beneficiaries.    The  purpose  of  the  action  is  to  assist  domestic 
manufacturers,  particularly  the  cotton  textile  industry,  in  maintaining 
their  competitive  position  in  foreign  markets. 


Consumption  of  cotton  in  Portugal  has  increased  from  173  thousand 
bales  in  the  1952-53  season  to  a  peak  of  2lk  thousand  bales  in  the  195^-55 
season,  and  has  declined  slightly  in  the  past  season  to  an  expected  total 
of  about  200  thousand  bales.    As  a  result  of  this  increase  in  consumption 
and  a  slight  decline  in  cotton  production  in  Portuguese  overseas  terri- 
tories, which  normally  supply  most  of  Portugal's  cotton  requirements, 
more  relatively  high-priced  cotton  has  been  imported  from  other  sources. 
Therefore  the  new  decree  is  intended  in  effect  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
cotton  to  textile  mills  by  lowering  or  exempting  the  import  duties  on 
raw  cotton.    Also  the  decree  is  an  effort  to  stimulate  exports  of  cotton 
textile  goods  from  Portugal  by  exempting  such  goods  from  export  duties. 
In  recent  months  the  Portuguese  cotton  textile  industry  appears  to  be 
entering  a  period  of  overproduction  in  relation  to  demand. 


CHILE  PLANS  EXPANSION  OF 
RAYON  PRODUCTION 


Guarantees  of  loans  totaling  $3,22^,000  have  been  made  by  the  Chilean 
Development  Corporation  to  2  of  Chile ' s  leading  textile  firms  for  expan- 
sion of  rayon  production.    The  Chilean  Development  Corporation  announced 
that  credits  of  $l,lM-,000  will  be  made  to  1  firm  for  expanding  produc- 
tion of  rayon  staple  fiber  and  rayon  tire  cord.    Also,  2  credits  of 
$1,280,000  and  $800,000  will  be  made  to  a  second  firm  for  expanding  rayon 
and  perlon  manufacturing  facilities.    Announcement  also  has  been  made  of 
an  organization  formed  to  develop  Chile's  cellulose  industry.  Principal 
components  of  the  organization  are  the  Chilean  Development  Corporation, 
the  Social  Security  Agency,  and  the  Public  Employees'  Retirement  Fund. 
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SPERM  WHALE  QUOTA  SET  BY  SOUTH 
AMERICAN  WHALING  COMMISSION 


At  a  recent  meeting  in  Lima,  Peru,  the  Permanent  Commission  of  the 
South  Pacific  fixed  a  quota  of  2,k00  sperm  whales  for  pelagic  whaling 
from  July  1,  195&  "to  June  30,  1957*    The  Commission,  made  up  of  repre- 
sentatives from  Chile,  Ecuador,  and  Peru,  awarded  the  entire  quota  to  a 
Peruvian  company  which  as  yet  has  no  whaling  fleet.    This  company 
reportedly  has  been  reorganized  from  one  which  was  not  able  to  imple- 
ment its  plans  to  assemble  a  whaling  fleet  last  year. 

The  above  quota  does  not  apply,  however,  to  the  two  shore -based 
stations  now  operating,  or  to  a  new  shore -based  company  which  will  pro- 
bably start  operating  sometime  this  year.    This  new  company  is  now 
erecting  a  plant,  reportedly  with  considerable  United  States  capital, 
and,  like  the  other  two  companies,  will  kill  sperm  whales  almost 
exclusively. 

This  was  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Permanent  Commission  of 
the  South  Pacific  which  was  organized  in  1952.    It  is  in  no  way  affiliated 
with  the  International  Whaling  Commission  whose  headquarters  is  in  London. 


COMPULSORY  EGG  STAMPING 
POSSIBILITY  IN  VENEZUELA 


According  to  the  Caracas,  Venezuela  press  of  July  26,  1956  the 
Ministry  of  Development  may  soon  issue  regulations  requiring  stamping 
of  off-shore  eggs  with  the  country  of  origin  as  a  pre-requisite  to  duty- 
free entry.    This  regulation  has  been  under  discussion  for  some  time 
and  the  Ministry  has  made  a  study  of  egg  marketing.    It  discovered  that 
imported  eggs  are  mixed  with  eggs  locally  produced  and  sold  as  a  home 
product.    This  practice  it  is  felt  tends  to  slow  the  development  of 
their  own  egg  producing  industry. 


U.K.  IMPORTERS  AUTHORIZED 

TO  PURCHASE  U.S.  COOKED  POULTRY 


The  British  Board  of  Trade  on  July  25,  1956  announced  import  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  $250,000  worth  of  fully  cooked, 
canned  or  open  packed  poultry,  to  be  purchased  with  dollars  made  avail- 
able under  the  Mutual  Security  Act  of  195U.    The  list  of  British  Im- 
porters eligible  to  purchase  poultry  under  this  arrangement  can  be 
obtained  by  writing  Small  Business  Bureau,  International  Cooperation 
Administration,  Washington,  D.C. 
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SMALL  IRANIAN  PISTACHIO 
CROP  FORECAST 

The  1956  pistachio  nut  crop  in  Iran  has  been  damaged  by  floods  in 
March  and  July.    The  crop  is  now  forecast  at  2,200  short  tons.  Last 
year's  crop,  also  short,  was  estimated  at  2,000  tons.    Average  pro- 
duction (19^9-53)  is  2,800  tons. 

The  irrigation  system  of  the  Rafsanjan  area,  which  is  the  principal 
pistachio  producing  section  in  Iran,  suffered  serious  damage  in  the 
floods.    Some  of  the  systems  were  reportedly  wrecked  beyond  repaid.  This 
damage  to  irrigation  systems  is  likely  to  have  a  long-time  deterimental 
effect  on  pistachio  production. 

Pistachio  nut  production  in  Iran  in  recent  years  has  been  estimated 
as  follows: 

19^9  1,700  short  tons  1953  1,700  short  tons 

1950  3,900     11       "  195^  11,000     "  " 

1951  2,800      "        "  1955  2,000      "  " 

1952  3,900      "  " 


YUGOSLAV  PRUNE  CROP  SHORT 

The  1956  Yugoslav  fresh  prune  crop  is  still  unofficially  forecast  at 
only  330,000  short  tons.    This  is  less  than  one-third  of  the  large  1955 
crop  of  99^,000  tons.    Average  production  (19^9-53  is  668,100  tons. 

Production  in  the  important  prune  area  south  of  Belgrade  is  reportedly 
very  light  due  to  extensive  winter  killing  of  fruit  buds  as  well  as  of 
trees.    In  addition,  considerable  damage  to  the  trees  was  caused  this 
spring  by  gypsy  moth. 

It  is  still  too  early  for  any  reliable  estimate  of  dried  prune  pro- 
duction; however,  preliminary  indications  point  to  a  pack  of  less  than 
5,000  short  tons  in  contrast  with  the  1955  pack  of  25,800  tons. 


YUGOSLAV  WALNUT 
CROP  DOWN 

The  1956  Yugoslav  walnut  crop  --  commercial  and  non-commercial  -- 
is  forecast  at  only  27,500  tons.    By  comparison,  the  total  crop  in 
1955  has  been  estimated  at  39,700  tons.    Average  production  (1950-195^) 
is  35,300  tons.    Only  about  10  percent  of  Yugoslav  production  is  believed 
to  enter  commercial  channels. 


